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1. Objectives
a. Understand the current and future environment surrounding the village tourism sector.
b. Share good practices in village tourism programs under the COVID-19 pandemic.
c. Discuss strategies and key success factors for future-ready village tourism.
2. Background
A report from the UN World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) in 2019 showed that the Asia-Pacific
plays a central role in global tourism, both as a destination and an outbound market. In 2018, the
region recorded 348 million arrivals or one-fourth of the world’s total. The COVID-19 pandemic,
however, badly affected tourism in the Asia-Pacific. The UNWTO reported in 2020 that the AsiaPacific had the highest level of impact due to travel restrictions, resulting in 300 million fewer trips
than in 2019. The UNWTO also reported that it may take 2.5 to 4 years to recover to the level of
2019, although vaccinations will support recovery.
Village tourism, also known as rural tourism, has great potential in the Asia-Pacific. It can make
significant contributions to rural and regional economies by creating job opportunities and
encouraging entrepreneurship. This is especially important for rural regions that are undergoing
economic restructuring with a declining role of agriculture. Many hopes are pinned on tourism to boost
economic development and incomes by utilizing the available natural resources and local attractions.
Successful development of rural tourism requires more than attractive, competitive destinations,
however. A variety of products and services that meet constantly changing market demand and
evolving customer requirements, including those prompted by the COVID-19 pandemic, must be
delivered. For rural communities to revitalize and grow village tourism, it is therefore important to
understand these changes and review and redesign village tourism strategies and operational models
to adapt.
This workshop aims to enhance participants’ understanding of the current environment surrounding
rural tourism and share good policies, strategies, and practices to redesign the village tourism sector
for the sustainable socioeconomic development of rural communities under the new normal.
3. Scope, Methodology, and Certificate of Attendance
The duration of each day’s sessions will be around three hours comprising presentations by experts,
group discussions, and other relevant learning methods. The indicative topics of the presentations
are:
Day 1:
The role of village tourism in rural economic development
The current and future environment surrounding village tourism
The paradigm shift impacting village tourism
Day 2:
Case studies of village tourism under the pandemic
Day 3:
Village tourism under the new normal and key success factors
Group discussion on the role of village tourism in sustainable rural economic development
The detailed program and list of speakers will be provided two weeks prior to the sessions with
announcement of the names of the selected participants.
The participants are required to attend all sessions. This full participation is a prerequisite for
receiving the APO certificate of attendance.
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4. Financial Arrangements
a. The APO will meet the assignment costs of overseas resource persons and honorarium for up
to two local resource persons.
b. The host country will meet the costs for a virtual site visit(s), either broadcast live or recorded
as applicable.
5. Implementation Procedures
Please refer to the implementation procedures for APO digital multicountry projects circulated with
this document.

Dr. AKP Mochtan
Secretary-General
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