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T he Asia Pacific Association of Educators on Agriculture and Envi-
ronment (APEAEN) was born on 5 August 1997 during the APO 
symposium on Agricultural Education Systems in Japan as a follow-

up action of the Secretariat. Initially composed of 17 countries, APEAEN 
membership has now increased to 21 countries in the region. It is a 
nonstock, nongovernmental international body of educators, researchers, 
extension workers, administrators, policymakers, development specialists, 
and institutional staff involved in education, agriculture, the environment, 
and health. The association addresses the development, improvement, and 
professionalization of agricultural and environmental educators to enable 
them to become effective partners in rural development, while researching 
appropriate strategies to cope with environmental concerns due to global 
warming, health issues, and sustainable development.

The APEAEN has recently organized its 3rd International Conference in 
Agriculture and Environment in the science city of Munoz, the Philippines, 
4−7 November. Reflecting the complexity of bringing about change in 
agricultural and environmental education, the theme was “Preparing for the 
Future: Rethinking Higher Agriculture Education and Environment in the 
Asia Pacific.” The conference debated whether higher agricultural educa-
tion in its present form could survive without change and how APEAEN 
members could support the necessary change process. The conference was 

attended by 120 individuals working in higher education in agriculture and 
the environment representing institutions in 12 countries. The exchange of 
ideas during the conference and concomitant APEAEN 10th anniversary 
celebration encouraged 20 participants to join the association as new 
members.

The conference identified two thrust areas: the reengineering and concep-
tualization of agricultural education to integrate environmental concerns, 
especially in terms of the urgent needs of less developed countries; and the 
provision of consultancy services under the APEAEN to increase mem-
bership and generate income. Consultancy services could include writing 
project proposals and integrating scientific findings into agricultural edu-
cational services to serve as an instrument for poverty alleviation. As the 
parent organization, the APO will support the APEAEN as a partner and 
coimplementer in those two thrust areas.

After three keynote presentations, 28 papers were presented, of which four 
received Best Paper Awards. Ten poster presentations on the conference 
theme were exhibited at the venue. Site visits were also made to eight cent-
ers within Munoz.
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Safer food means satisfied consumers

L ivestock rearing plays a pivotal role in almost all South Asian countries 
and provides vital food commodities such as milk, meat, eggs, and nu-
merous by-products. Proper management and adequate healthcare mean 

maintaining the well-being of livestock, which enhances food productivity.
Any surplus commodities are more easily marketed for a better price in 
the global market if they are harvested hygienically, produced abundantly, 
handled properly, packed aseptically, and marketed according to the Codex 
Alimentarius standards. There is an urgent need to enhance production in 
this region to feed the rapidly increasing population. Proper processing is 
obviously necessary if the products are to find their way into global trading 
and markets.

To review the current productivity potential of animals in the Asia-Pacific 
region, an international seminar on Animal Health Management for Improv-
ing Productivity, Food Safety, and Market Access was organized by the APO 
in collaboration with the Thailand Productivity Institute in Bangkok, 22–26 
October. The seminar aimed to review current livestock and poultry diseases 
and control measures in member countries, discuss recent technology and best 
management practices, and set useful guidelines for animal health manage-
ment and hygienic farm operations. Fourteen participants from 12 member 
countries took part in the seminar.

Two overseas and two local resource speakers were invited and made informa-
tive presentations. That by Prof. Young Soo Lyoo, College of Veterinary 
Medicine, Konkuk University, Republic of Korea, on “Livestock Identification 
and Traceability Systems for Better Food Safety and Consumer Satisfaction,” 
was especially well received since it dealt with an aspect of universal interest: 
the traceability of livestock products to their original source. The methods of 
marking and coding and the ease of tracing were described in detail.

For the firsthand observation of food safety and management practices, partic-
ipants visited the Poultry Processing Plant of Bangkok Produce Co., Ltd., one 
of the leading food processors in Thailand. After an audiovisual presentation 
on the company, participants were taken on a guided tour of the production 
site. A second destination was the Bureau of Livestock Product and Quality 
Control Laboratory, which conducts feed testing, product testing, residue 
analyses, feed microscopy, and research on biosecurity. The well-equipped 
laboratory is also involved in assisting local industry to meet quality standards 
under the World Trade Organization regime.
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