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R apid economic growth in Asia and the Pacific and world trade liber-
alization affect the food sector in the region. There are tremendous 
opportunities for trade in high-value food products due to increased 

demand for diet diversification and greater convenience in food preparation. 
The development of the food industry is closely associated with a country’s 
entry into international trade. Food exports have increased significantly in 
APO member countries. To achieve reliable food exporter status, a country 
must produce foods that are both sought after and acceptable to consumers 
elsewhere. Compliance with statutory requirements is an essential prerequisite 
for food exporting, which is a highly regulated sector. The rejection of food 
shipments by importing countries can result in unnecessary business costs, trans-
action times, resource waste, and lost revenue for the exporting companies.

A three-day study meeting on Enhancing Market Access for SMEs in the Food 
Sector was organized by the APO in Singapore, 20–22 March, to update food 
companies on different import regulations, examine market access issues and 
potential solutions, and encourage business collaborations in the food sector. 
Thirty-nine participants from 14 member countries, including four from the host 
country, attended. They included senior officials from national agencies and 
regulatory bodies dealing with food import and export, senior executives respon-
sible for market development, and representatives of associations or chambers of 
commerce and private companies.

Deputy Chief Executive Officer and Director Dr. Chew Siang Thai, Agri-Food 
and Veterinary Authority, Singapore, made a keynote presentation on “Facilitation 
of food import and export to enhance market access.” Compliance Specialist 
Chitra Anandra, FDA Registrar Corp., USA, explained “Market entry consid-
erations for processed food products into the US and EU.” Executive Director 
Hiroaki Hamano, International Life Sciences Institute, Japan, introduced foods 

Food safety and quality for enhanced market access

with specified health uses in a presentation on “Nutrition and health claims 
in Japan.” Director Dr. David Cheng, Bureau of Food Safety, Department of 
Health, Republic of China, spoke on “Emerging changes to the regulations for 
the inspection of food imports to Taiwan.” Dr. Ahn Seung Ho, Soogsil Univer-
sity School of Business Administration, Republic of Korea, described “Current 
market trends in Korean food markets and opportunities for foreign food ex-
porters.” Deputy Director (Life Science) Dr. Lionel Lau, Nanyang Polytechnic, 
Singapore, served as chief facilitator.

The study meeting reaffirmed the need for food exporters to recognize changes 
in consumer and retail demand, while emphasizing food safety and quality. The 
participants recommended the harmonization of food regulations into a global 
standard and for exporters from APO member countries to become better in-
formed of importers’ regulations. The government and private sector must work 
together to achieve these aims.

T he unprecedented rate of industrial development in Asia in the last 
decade has increased global energy demand, which is estimated to 
double by 2030. High energy demand means high consumption of 

fossil fuels, resulting in increased generation of greenhouse gases. Con-
sequently, alternative energy sources must be sought or energy efficiency 
increased. The APO held a workshop on Green Productivity and Energy 
Efficiency in New Delhi, 12–16 March, which was attended by 23 energy 
professionals from 15 member countries.

The topics discussed were energy efficiency applications in thermal sys-
tems, compressed air and chilled water systems, energy-efficient technology 
for small-scale industries, biomass energy, and calculation of greenhouse 
gases from the burning of fossil fuels. Another important issue was energy-
efficiency labels, which fall into two types: endorsement labels and compar-

ative labels. Endorsement labels attest that a product meets certain criteria, 
and comparative labels allow consumers to compare energy use among all 
available models to make informed choices. Japan, the Republic of Korea, 
the Republic of China, Singapore, and India already have energy-labeling 
programs, and other countries are moving in this direction. The concept of 
energy service companies (ESCOs) in the Republic of China, which provide 
energy and financial services to clients, invest in energy-efficiency meas-
ures, and then share the resulting savings, was explained. The ESCO model 
hinges on partnerships among government, banks/financial institutions, as-
sociations of ESCOs, and end users.

The participants visited Deepak Metal, a foundry that changed its fuel from 
coke to natural gas, thereby improving both energy efficiency and environ-
mental performance. 
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