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APO/NPO update
New APO Director, Alternate Director, and NPO Head for Singapore
Mr. Png Cheong Boon, Acting Chief Executive, SPRING Singapore, was ap-
pointed new APO Director and NPO Head for Singapore, and Ms. Leung Wai 
Ling, Director (Planning), was appointed new APO Alternate Director for Sin-
gapore, w.e.f. 1 May 2008.

September

Fiji
Workshop on Knowledge Management (KM) Implementation, 1−5 
September.
▶	Objectives: To explain the APO KM framework, training materials, and 
curriculum; train participants in the APO KM methods, tools, and tech-
niques; and identify areas for improvement.
▶	Participants: Trainers and consultants from NPOs and related organiza-
tions specializing in KM training or consultancy. 

Japan
Multicountry observational study mission on Waste Management in 
the Food-marketing and -processing Sectors, 2−9 September.
▶	Objectives: To review the status of waste management; and learn 
about the modern technologies and practices in the food-marketing and 
-processing sectors.
▶	Participants: Middle- to top-level managers, officials, academics, or 
consultants in government, the private sector, or NGOs involved in waste 
management in the food sector. 

Thailand 
Seminar on Good Hygiene Practices (GHP) for Small-scale Food 
Processing with Emphasis on Meat Processing, 8−13 September.
▶	Objectives: To disseminate the concepts and principles of GHP in the 
small-scale food-processing industry, especially in small-scale meat-
processing enterprises. 
▶	Participants: Entrepreneurs, managers, and marketing officers of co-
operatives, officers of government, staff of NGOs involved in small-scale 
meat-processing business, food safety officers, and GHP trainers. 

Republic of China
Study meeting on Lean Six Sigma, 23−26 September.
▶	Objectives: To understand the concepts and approaches behind Lean Six 
Sigma; examine effective implementation of Lean Six Sigma; and recom-
mend practical ways to assist enterprises to achieve higher productivity and 
competitiveness through Lean Six Sigma.
▶	Participants: Senior NPO consultants, senior managers of business 
corporations, and professionals from research institutes dealing with Six 
Sigma and/or lean production. 

India
Study meeting on Appropriate Mechanization Strategies for Improving 
Agricultural Productivity, 24−30 September.
▶	Objectives: To review current and emerging policies on agricultural 
mechanization in member countries and assess their implications for ag-
ricultural productivity; and identify best practices in the development of 
agricultural mechanization for productivity improvement. 
▶	Participants: Experts and professionals in the public and private sectors 
involved in farm mechanization.

Kindly contact your NPO for details of the above activities, including 
eligibility for participation. The project details along with the address of 
your NPO are available from the APO Web site at www.apo-tokyo.org. 

Program calendar

Mongolia’s Productivity Festival
To raise the general public’s awareness of productivity enhancement, Mon-
golia’s National Productivity and Development Center (NPDC) organized 
the 2008 Productivity Festival at the Mongolian National Gallery of Art 
on 21 March with the theme Learn Best Practices from Leading Organiza-
tions. The festival, the first of its kind in Mongolia, played host to numer-
ous events including an exhibition featuring eight National Productivity 
Award (NPA) companies and APO demonstration company projects. In a 
separate hall of the gallery, 2006 NPA winners gave presentations on how 
they had improved productivity, quality, and competency while the 2007 
NPA winners were receiving their winning trophies from President Mon-
golia Nambaryn Enkhbayar at the State House. The NPDC also organized 
a productivity book exhibition that distributed free publications, including 
volumes donated by the APO, and a lecture session on productivity and 
quality tools. Additionally, the winners of the NPDC Photo and Lyrics 
Contest, begun in December 2007 with the theme Productivity in Our Life, 
were announced. Approximately 1,000 people visited the Productivity Fes-
tival. Encouraged by the obvious enthusiasm for the festival, the NPDC is 
planning to make it an annual event. 

DON Committee formed
Since 2007, the APO’s DON Program has had two levels: DON Strategy 
and DON Implementation. DON Strategy, administered by the Secretariat’s 
Research and Planning Department, initiated the NPO Need Assessment 
Survey to identify areas in which 15 APO member countries required as-
sistance. To translate DON Strategy findings into DON Implementation, 
the Secretariat formed the DON Committee on 4 April 2008 to analyze the 
survey results. The DON Committee comprises representatives from each 
Secretariat department and includes all departmental directors. The com-
mittee’s second meeting, on 8 May, discussed five items: the scope of the 
DON Committee; summaries of country survey reports; recommendations 
on member country needs; a review of the 2009 and 2010 Program vis-à-
vis DON Strategy; and setting up centers of excellence as discussed at the 
GBM in Tehran. The committee will provide overall guidance for the insti-
tutional capacity development of NPOs and attempt to determine the needs 
of advanced NPOs. 

Productivity Festival visitors examining displays
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