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APO/NPO update
New APO Liaison Officer for Republic of China
Mr. Chen-Chi Mii, Senior Management Consultant, International Cooperation 
Department, China Productivity Center, was appointed APO Liaison Officer 
for the Republic of China, w.e.f. 1 January 2008.

New Acting APO Liaison Officer for Fiji
Ms. Sainimili Mocevakaca, Labour Inspector (APO), Ministry of Labour, 
Industrial Relations, Employment, Local Government, Urban Development & 

Housing, was appointed Acting APO Liaison Officer for Fiji, w.e.f. 4 February 
2008. 

Promotion of APO Alternate Director for Pakistan
Mr. Zafar Iqbal, APO Alternate Director for Pakistan, has been promoted from 
Joint Secretary to Senior Joint Secretary, Ministry of Industries, Production & 
Special Initiatives, w.e.f. 18 December 2007. 

Photo report

Presenting an action plan for a productivity-linked wage system
Training course on the Productivity-linked Wage Systems, Sri Lanka, 28 January–1 Feb-
ruary 2008.

Site visit to a local brewer of traditional Japanese sake
Multicountry study mission on Regional Development: International Tourism Promo-
tion, Japan, 4–8 February 2008. 

May

Republic of China 
Workshop on Quality Engineering: The Taguchi Method, 5−9 May.
▶ Objectives: To grasp the principles of quality engineering; review the 
current status of its adoption; and plan for the development of a demonstra-
tion project.
▶ Participants: Production managers/engineers and process improvement or 
quality assurance and technical consultants of NPOs or similar institutions. 

June
Indonesia
Workshop on Improving Managerial Skills of Women Entrepreneurs in 
Agribusiness, 10−14 June. 
▶ Objectives: To enhance participants’ knowledge of current global trends, 
opportunities, and challenges in agribusiness; identify the training needs of 
women entrepreneurs and women managers of agribusiness enterprises; and 
develop training modules.
▶ Participants: Officers and managers of agribusinesses, industry associa-
tions, or agricultural cooperatives, representatives of academia or training in-
stitutes, and consultants of NPOs involved in human resources development. 

e-Learning Course 
Exporting Processed Agri-food Products in Major Global Markets (based on 
the Global Development Learning Network of the World Bank platform).
Phase 1: 13−15 May for Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, ROC, and Thailand 
Phase 2: 24−26 June for Bangladesh, I.R. Iran, India, Nepal, Pakistan, and 
Sri Lanka
Phase 3: 1−3 July for Cambodia, Fiji, Lao PDR, and Vietnam
▶ Objectives: To investigate the current trends and emerging opportunities 
for the export of processed agri-food products and policies and regulations 
governing such exports; and provide the tools necessary to start exporting 
and expanding into new markets. 
▶ Participants: Executives or senior managers from agri-food-processing 
SMEs, senior officials of export promotion boards or agencies, and leaders 
in the food industry and exporters’/traders’ associations involved in promot-
ing exports of agri-food products. 

Kindly contact your NPO for details of the above activities, including eligibil-
ity for participation. The project details along with the address of your NPO 
are available from the APO Web site at www.apo-tokyo.org.

Program calendar

Iran to host 50th GBM

The Governing Body, the supreme organ of the APO, will hold its 50th 
annual session in Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran, 21–23 April 2008. Tra-
ditionally held in June, this year’s Governing Body Meeting (GBM) was 
brought forward two months to April to facilitate the transition to a new 
budgeting system as a result of the new membership contribution formula 
approved by the 49th session of the GBM held in Mongolia last year. The 
National Iranian Productivity Center will play host to approximately 70 
attendees comprising APO Directors and their advisers from 19 member 
countries, observers from various national agencies and international or-
ganizations, and APO Secretariat staff. 
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