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Productivity and quality awards that recognize excellent orga-
nizational performance have become a significant tool in a country’s efforts to improve the pro-
ductivity and quality of its goods and services. The pacesetter and model is the Malcolm
Baldrige National Quality Award, a major driving force in revitalizing the competitiveness of
US firms in the 20th century. Today, more than 70 countries have similar quality and business
excellence award systems, including 14 APO member countries.

In September 2001, the APO hosted a symposium on “Quality and Business Excellence
Awards” in Fiji to provide a platform for APO member countries to share their experiences in
the implementation of such awards for the further enhancement of their effectiveness and to
encourage other member countries without such a system to adopt one. This publication is a
record of the proceedings of that meeting. It includes the speeches, resource papers, and coun-
try reports presented at the symposium.

This is the first book of its kind. It is a useful resource for those who are planning to estab-
lish a national quality and business excellence award system to improve the competitiveness of
the industries in their nations or to refine further their current systems for greater effectiveness.

APO 2003 CALENDAR

The APO 2003 calendar has just been released. It features all the 24 prize-winning pictures
of the APO Photo Contest 2002. Measuring 52 cm. by 37 cm. and printed in full color, the cal-
endar is beautiful to behold and suitable for display in the office or the home. The APO is mak-
ing 30 copies available for readers of the APO News. If you would like to receive one, kindly
send us your request, giving your name and mailing address, preferably by fax at 81-3-5226-
3957 or by e-mail at ipr@apo-tokyo.org. The calendars will be distributed on a first-come,
first-served basis.

AP 2003 CALENDAR

For order and inquiry on APO publications and videos, please contact the Information and Public
Relations Department, Asian Productivity Organization, Hirakawa-cho Dai-ichi Seimei Bldg. 2F, 1-2-
10 Hirakawa-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0093, Japan. Phone number: (81-3) 5226-3927, Fax: (81-
3) 5226-3957, E-mail: ipr@apo-tokyo.org
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