
December 2001
4 December
APO Secretary-General Takashi Tajima received Ms Meera Bhattarai, Executive Director of
Association for Craft Producers, Nepal who paid a courtesy visit to the APO Secretariat. Ms
Bhattarai was one of the ten distinguished persons conferred the APO National Award in year
2000.

5 December
Attended, in Tokyo, the Symposium on “IT and Diplomacy” organized by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Japan.

13 December
Attended the seminar on “Rethinking East Asian Miracle” jointly organized by the World Bank,
the Japan Bank for International Cooperation and the Asian Development Bank Institute. It was
held at the Japan Bank for International Cooperation, Tokyo. 

14 December
Attended the Commendation Ceremony for the Japan Quality Award Winners for 2001. It was
hosted by the Japan Productivity Center for Socio-Economic Development in Tokyo. The award
winners were The Dai-ichi Mutual Life Insurance Company and the Imaging and Information
Products Division of Seiko Epson Corporation, Japan.

17- 21 December
Official trip to Thailand to attend the APO Forum on Development of NPOs held in Bangkok on
18-20 December. Mr. Tajima also paid courtesy calls on Ms Satri Pradipasen, Deputy Director,
Bureau of the Budget, Government of Thailand, and on Dr. Thanong Bidaya, Chairman of the
National Economic and Social Development Board of Thailand and Economic Advisor to the
Prime Minister of Thailand.

23 December
Attended a reception organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan on the auspicious
occasion of the Emperor's Birthday.

neurial culture of reducing capital gains tax,
reviewing planning systems, reforming insolven-
cy laws, bringing more enterprise into schools,
and introducing draconian legislation against
collusion in price-fixing.

Indeed, the productivity achievements of the
British economy over the past half decade augur
well for its future in other ways. Thus, between
1996 and 2000 the absolute number of jobs rose
by 1.6 m. Although these new entrants into
employment were initially between one third and
one half less productive than existing workers,
their learning curves have now risen consider-
ably. In the same period, manufacturing produc-
tivity hardly increased overall. It then rose by
5% between 1999 and 2001 as companies adjust-
ed to the increased value of the pound sterling.
Competition is good for productivity and com-
petitiveness.

Finally, we must not forget that competitive-
ness depends not just on productivity but also on
prices. In this respect, European Union countries
now have a significant new asset in their new
currency, the Euro. From now on, excepting for
Britain, Denmark and Sweden, exchange rates
among the EU trading partners are fixed. The
introduction of the Euro produces a much more
level playing field for competition since trading
within the European Union is far larger that
between the EU countries and the outside world.
And costs, prices and values become much more
transparent.

Mr. Anthony C. Hubert is the
Secretary General of the European
Association of National Productivity
Centers (EANPC) located in
Brussels, Belgium. He is a regular
contributor to this column.
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(L-R) Mr. Wanasathop Apirux, Deputy Executive Director, FTPI, Mr. Ken Inoue, Industry
Director, APO, Mr. Tajima, Dr. Bidaya and Mr. Suwit Chindasanguan, Assistant Secretary
of the Prime Minister's Economic Advisory Board, Thailand. 

December 2001
4 December
APO Secretary-General Takashi Tajima received Ms Meera Bhattarai, Executive Director of
Association for Craft Producers, Nepal who paid a courtesy visit to the APO Secretariat. Ms
Bhattarai was one of the ten distinguished persons conferred the APO National Award in year
2000.

5 December
Attended, in Tokyo, the Symposium on “IT and Diplomacy” organized by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Japan.

13 December
Attended the seminar on “Rethinking East Asian Miracle” jointly organized by the World Bank,
the Japan Bank for International Cooperation and the Asian Development Bank Institute. It was
held at the Japan Bank for International Cooperation, Tokyo. 

14 December
Attended the Commendation Ceremony for the Japan Quality Award Winners for 2001. It was
hosted by the Japan Productivity Center for Socio-Economic Development in Tokyo. The award
winners were The Dai-ichi Mutual Life Insurance Company and the Imaging and Information
Products Division of Seiko Epson Corporation, Japan.

17- 21 December
Official trip to Thailand to attend the APO Forum on Development of NPOs held in Bangkok on
18-20 December. Mr. Tajima also paid courtesy calls on Ms Satri Pradipasen, Deputy Director,
Bureau of the Budget, Government of Thailand, and on Dr. Thanong Bidaya, Chairman of the
National Economic and Social Development Board of Thailand and Economic Advisor to the
Prime Minister of Thailand.

23 December
Attended a reception organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan on the auspicious
occasion of the Emperor's Birthday.

neurial culture of reducing capital gains tax,
reviewing planning systems, reforming insolven-
cy laws, bringing more enterprise into schools,
and introducing draconian legislation against
collusion in price-fixing.

Indeed, the productivity achievements of the
British economy over the past half decade augur
well for its future in other ways. Thus, between
1996 and 2000 the absolute number of jobs rose
by 1.6 m. Although these new entrants into
employment were initially between one third and
one half less productive than existing workers,
their learning curves have now risen consider-
ably. In the same period, manufacturing produc-
tivity hardly increased overall. It then rose by
5% between 1999 and 2001 as companies adjust-
ed to the increased value of the pound sterling.
Competition is good for productivity and com-
petitiveness.

Finally, we must not forget that competitive-
ness depends not just on productivity but also on
prices. In this respect, European Union countries
now have a significant new asset in their new
currency, the Euro. From now on, excepting for
Britain, Denmark and Sweden, exchange rates
among the EU trading partners are fixed. The
introduction of the Euro produces a much more
level playing field for competition since trading
within the European Union is far larger that
between the EU countries and the outside world.
And costs, prices and values become much more
transparent.

Mr. Anthony C. Hubert is the
Secretary General of the European
Association of National Productivity
Centers (EANPC) located in
Brussels, Belgium. He is a regular
contributor to this column.

3
APO news January  2002

From the
SECRETARY-GENERAL’S

Schedule

......by A.C. Hubert

(L-R) Mr. Wanasathop Apirux, Deputy Executive Director, FTPI, Mr. Ken Inoue, Industry
Director, APO, Mr. Tajima, Dr. Bidaya and Mr. Suwit Chindasanguan, Assistant Secretary
of the Prime Minister's Economic Advisory Board, Thailand. 


