
“Break the rules” business executives have
embraced the book Atlas Shrugged by Ayn Rand
which extols the virtue of self-interest. Selfishness
is not only good for the individual, but is also eco-
nomically smart and morally correct because it
benefits all of society. It is fascinating to note that
Web hits doubled on two Rand-related sites and
sales of the book jumped into Amazon’s top 100
list as the recent flurry of business scandals hit the
front pages. Many business leaders reportedly say
that Atlas Shrugged was the one book that most
influenced them. One survey ranked the book sec-
ond (behind the Bible) in influencing Americans’
thinking. Recently knighted Alan Greenspan is a
proponent of Rand’s, but I doubt that he extended
Rand’s objectivist philosophy to include betraying
one’s fiduciary duty. For those more willing to
follow the rules, another book may be of interest.
Business: The Ultimate Resource summarizes 70
of the most-read business books of all time and
includes 100 biographical sketches of influential
business leaders. It also provides the reader with
140 “how-to” essays and more than 100 guide-
lines for managers, as well as a world business
almanac. With all that reading, there would be lit-
tle time left to break the rules.

October 2002 
7–10 October
Official Visit to Indonesia 

Secretary-General Takashi Tajima visited Indonesia to present a keynote speech at the sympo-
sium on “Productivity and National Competitiveness” organized by the Directorate of
Manpower Productivity Development, Ministry of Manpower and Transmigration, the NPO of
Indonesia. 

During his visit, Secretary-General Takashi Tajima paid courtesy calls on the following cabinet
ministers: 

– Mr. Jacob Nuwa Wea, Minister for Manpower and Transmigration
– Prof. Bungaran Saragih, Minister for Agriculture
– Mr. I. Gde Ardhika, Minister for Culture and Tourism 
– Ms. Liana Bratasida, Vice Minister for Environmental Protection, State Ministry of the

Environment 

He also called on the APO Director for Indonesia, Mr. Adang Farid Kantaprawira, who is also
the Director-General, Manpower Training and Domestic Placement Development, Ministry of
Manpower and Transmigration.

In addition, the Secretary-General visited and met with senior officials of the Ministry of Trade
and Industry, Coordinating Ministry for Economic Affairs, Non-Aligned Movement Centre for
South-South Technical Cooperation, and Indofarma Pharmaceutical Company. 

17 October
Attended the ground-breaking ceremony of the 2005 World Exposition in Aichi
Prefecture, Central Japan. 

28–29 October
Attended the 4th Nikkei Global Management Forum on “The Global Corporation: Keys
to Innovative Management and Leadership” in Tokyo, as a guest of the Nihon Keizai
Shimbun.
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Michael Manson had a long and close
association with the APO when he 
was the Assistant Director of the 
East-West Center’s Institute of Economic
Development and Politics in Honolulu.
He helped to initiate  a number of collab-
oration programs between the APO and
the East-West Center. Manson also
served in the Asian Development Bank,
and was Director of Communications with
the State of Hawaii’s Department of
Business, Economic Development and
Tourism. He is presently an educator,
and a regular contributor to this column.

..... by Michael Manson

(L-R) Secretary-General Tajima, Minister Jacob Nuwa Wea, and Director-General Adang
Farid Kantaprawira
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