
The APO participated in the recent World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg, South
Africa, as an accredited inter-governmental organization. The objective was to make the vision and achievements of the
APO Green Productivity Program known globally. The APO delegation was led by Secretary-General Takashi Tajima.
Other members were: Nguyen Thi Bich Hang, Managing Director, Vietnam Productivity Center; Augustine Koh,
Director, Environment Department, APO Secretariat; and Mandar Parasnis, APO Environment Program Officer.

he 10-day summit was attended by an estimated 60,000 delegates, including heads of state/government and
national delegates of more than 160 countries, and representatives of business and industry, women, children
and youth, indigenous people, local authorities, workers and trade unions, NGOs, scientific and technological

communities, farmers, and regional/international organizations. With its overriding concerns for dire poverty and envi-
ronmental degradation, the summit touched on a broad range of subjects, such as water and sanitation, energy, health,
agriculture, biodiversity and ecosystem management, and cross-cutting issues like access to markets, phasing out export
subsidies, and promoting corporate responsibility and accountability. It concluded with the adoption of the Johannesburg
Declaration on Sustainable Development and the Plan of Implementation.

APO Type II Partnership Initiative and Side Events at the WSSD
Apart from the Plan of Implementation and the initiatives announced by various governments to carry out their com-

mitments (termed Type I Initiatives), another major outcome of the WSSD was the generation of a number of partnership
proposals to implement Agenda 21 and sustainable development activities by governments, citizen groups, businesses,

When one door closes
another door opens; but we
so often look so long and so
regretfully upon the closed
door, that we do not see the
ones which open for us.

Alexander Graham Bell
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international organizations, and others. These part-
nership initiatives are called “Type II Initiatives”
and they are international in scope and reach (i.e.,
global, regional, and/or sub-regional). More than
220 partnership initiatives were announced and
accepted by the WSSD to complement the govern-
mental commitments. Among them was the
APO’s proposal on “Regional Partnership for
Poverty Alleviation and Environmental Protection
through Green Productivity-Integrated
Community Development and the Clean
Development Mechanism.”

The APO Type II initiative was officially
launched by Secretary-General Tajima at the joint
APO-Vietnam seminar on “Green Productivity
Approach for Integrated Community Development
(GP-ICD) & Poverty Alleviation.” This was one of
three side events which the APO co-organized
with others at the WSSD. The seminar was held at
the Japan Pavilion, Ubuntu Village, Johannesburg,
28 August, with the objective of showcasing the
successful APO-Vietnam initiatives in GP-ICD for
poverty alleviation, one of the primary issues dis-
cussed at the WSSD.

In his opening remarks, Secretary-General
Tajima gave an outline of the GP-ICD Program
and its importance as a thrust area in the context
of APO activities. Dr. Pham Khoi Nguyen, Vice-
Minister, Vietnamese Ministry of Science and
Technology, thanked the APO for its constant sup-
port for the GP-ICD program in Vietnam and
assured the continued cooperation of his govern-
ment. Dr. Nguyen Huu Thien, Director-General of
the Vietnam Directorate for Standards and Quality,
spoke on the successful implementation of the GP-
ICD Program in Vietnam. This was followed by a
video presentation on the GP-ICD demonstration
projects in Vietnam.

The seminar was attended by about 35 partici-
pants from all over the world. Participants from
Africa, Eastern Europe, and South America
requested APO assistance to introduce similar GP-
ICD activities in their countries.

The second APO side event at the WSSD was
the roundtable meeting on “SIGN3-Asia:

Sustainable Investments, Global Network for
Asia.” This meeting was jointly organized with the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),
European Partners for Environment (EPE), and the
Regional Institute of Environmental Technology
(RIET) of Singapore at the Hotel Caesars
Gauteng, Johannesburg, 29 August.

SIGN3-Asia stands for “Sustainable Investment
Global Network for Asia.” The N3 in the acronym
denotes the need to consider the triple bottom line
of development—economic prosperity, social
equity, and environmental sustainability—in all
investment decisions. Its central aim is to promote
“sustainable investments.” SIGN3-Asia is a pro-
posal of the APO, Asian and Pacific Development
Centre, EPE, RIET, International Institute for
Environment and Development, and UNEP. The
roundtable meeting, held to introduce this propos-
al to interested stakeholders, focused on the steps
to take to launch SIGN3-Asia and the possible
roles and responsibilities of the supporting parties.

The meeting was attended by more than 15
high-ranking participants from various govern-
ments, international/regional organizations,
NGOs, and multinational corporations from
Europe, Asia, and Africa. They were highly appre-
ciative of the concept and indicated their willing-
ness to cooperate. Mrs. Liana Bratasida,
Indonesian Deputy Minister for Environmental
Conservation, graced the event and expressed her
support for the proposal.

The symposium on “Greening Asian SMEs:

Cleaner Production & Green Productivity for
Water Conservation & Management” was the third
APO side event. It was held at the Water Dome,
Johannesburg, 30 August. Partner organizations
were the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and
UNEP. The objective of the meeting was to delib-
erate on the GP and Cleaner Production (CP) con-
cepts in relation to the key issues discussed at the
WSSD and their importance, based on past experi-
ences in the Asia-Pacific region, to small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) for enhancing their
competitiveness and environmental performance
in the present time of financial crisis.

.
APO Secretary-General Tajima, speaking at the

opening session, highlighted the importance of
SMEs in the Asian region and hence the APO’s
special emphasis on SMEs in all its activities,
including GP. Mme. Jacqueline Aloisi de Larderel,
Director, UNEP Division of Technology, Industry
and Economy, in her closing remarks, emphasized
the importance of changing production and con-
sumption patterns and on focusing on product eco-
design rather than on the production process
alone. Other speakers were: Mr. Cornis van der
Lugt (UNEP); Mr. J. Warren Evans (ADB); Mr.
Augustine Koh (APO); and Dr. Loh Wah Sing
(RIET).

The symposium had about 25 participants,
including officials from the ADB, UNEP, and
other agencies. A prominent guest was Dr. Kim
Hak-Su, UN Under Secretary-General and
Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific.

Vietnam-APO team at the WSSD. In the center is APO Secretary-General Takashi Tajima. On his left is Vietnamese
Vice-Minister Pham Khoi Nguyen, and on his right is Dr. Nguyen Huu Thien
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Mr. Takeo Honda, Product Engineer, Japan, was deputed to con-
duct a seminar and provide consultancy services on
Rationalization in Manufacturing Design, 3-5 September 2002.

Mr. Joy Jau Woie Chang, Manager, R&D Center for SCM, Pou
Chen Group, Republic of China, was deputed to provide training
on Industrial Engineering, 26-28 August 2002.

Mr. Anandam Thomas Benedict, Total Quality & Innovation
Manager, Temasek Polytechnic, Singapore, was deputed to serve
as a resource speaker in the seminar on Benchmarking, 10-13
September 2002.

Dr. Ram Badan Singh, Former Assistant Director-General and
Regional Representative, FAO Regional Office for Asia and the
Pacific, India; Mr. Grant Stephen Vinning, Managing Director,
Asian Markets Research, Australia; and Dr. Luc De Wulf,
Consultant, World Bank, USA, were deputed to serve as resource
speakers in the seminar on Promoting Domestic and International
Markets for Agricultural Products, 2-6 September 2002.

The following six experts were deputed to render technical expert
services in the advanced workshop on GP for Educators, 31
August-5 September 2002: Prof. Dr. Ramli Mohamed,
Professor, School of Communication, Universiti Sains Malaysia,
Malaysia; Dr. Goh Ban Lee, Associate Professor, School of
Social Sciences, Universiti Sains Malaysia, Malaysia; Prof. Tay
Joo Hwa, Head, Division of Environmental and Water Resources
Engineering, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore; Ms
Hiswani Harun, Senior Project Coordinator, Center for Urban
and Environmental Management, INTAN, Malaysia; Dr. Ichiro
Minami, Associate Professor, Department of Environmental
Systems Engineering, Kochi University of Technology, Japan; and
Prof. Bharat Chhaparwal, Vice Chancellor, Devi Ahilya
University, India.

Mr. Shuichi Yoshida, President, GTR Institute International,
Japan, was deputed to conduct a Gemba Kaizen Workshop, 10-15
September 2002.

Dr. Chu Irwin Yaw-En, Founder and Board Member, Taiwan
Flower Biotechnology Co., Ltd., Republic of China; Mr. Leigh A.
Talmage-Pérez, President and CEO, Asian Conservation
Company, Philippines; Dr. Eugene Khor, Associate Professor,
Chemistry Department, National University of Singapore,
Singapore; Mr. George Stadler, President and CEO, Vanderbilt
University Technology Company, USA; and Dr. Ashok

Jhunjhunwala, Professor, Department of Electrical Engineering,
Indian Institute of Technology, Madras, India, were deputed to
serve as resource speakers in the APO Venture 2002: Asian
Forum on Venture Business, 3-4 September 2002.

Mr. Cho Han Kyu, Chairman, Korean Natural Farming
Association, Republic of Korea; Prof. Tay Joo Hwa, Head,
Division of Environmental and Water Resources Engineering,
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore; and Mr. Ramli
Burhanuddin, Assistant Director, Vegetable and Field Crop
Division, Department of Agriculture, Malaysia, were deputed to
render technical expert services in the workshop on Green
Productivity and Natural Farming, 9-15 September 2002.

Mr. Yasuhiko Tsutsumi, Representative, Pete Consulting
Engineering Associates, Japan, and Mr. Koh Kasuga, Special
Advisor, International Department, Japan Productivity Center for
Socio-Economic Development, Japan, were deputed to conduct a
productivity survey for the Laos Productivity Movement, 20-24
August 2002.

Mr. Bruce Searles, Director, Benchmarking Partnerships,
Australia, was deputed to conduct a Benchmarking Study on
Project Management, 10-11 September 2002.

Ms. Uma Reddy, Vice President, Association of Women
Entrepreneurs of Karnataka, India, was deputed to serve as a
resource speaker in the APO Training Course on Development of
Women Entrepreneurs, 16-17 September 2002.

Mr. Seah Soon Huat, Principal Consultant, Pro-Improve
Consultancy, Singapore, was deputed to conduct training on Cost
of Quality for Competitiveness, 17-18 September 2002.

Dr. Sallehhudin Yusof, Managing Director, Advanced Power
Solutions Sdn. Bhd., Malaysia, was deputed to conduct an intro-
ductory course on Power System Simulation Software for Power
System Steady State and Dynamic Analysis, 16-24 September,
2002.

Mr. Geert De Clercq, Consultant, Ir Geert De Clercq, Belgium,
was deputed to conduct a seminar and provide consultancy ser-
vices on Benchmarking in the Textile Spinning Sector, 27 August-
4 September 2002.

Md. Nik Zainiah Nik Abdur Rahman, Deputy Director-General,
National Productivity Corporation, Malaysia, was deputed to serve
as a resource speaker in the Training Course on Development of
Women Entrepreneurs, 10 September 2002.

Mr. Teruo Kawamura, Senior Researcher, Standards
Department, Japanese Standards Association, Japan, was deputed
to serve as a resource speaker in the study meeting on the
Transition from Quality Circles to Innovation and Quality Circles,
24-27 September 2002.

Mr. Mohan Dhamotharan, Consultant, Germany, and Mr. Roel
R. Ravanera, Executive Director, Asian NGO Coalition for
Agrarian Reform and Rural Development, Philippines, were
deputed to serve as resource speakers in the symposium on the
Role of NGOs in Integrated Local Community Development, 26
September 2002.

Mr. Freddy Soon, Deputy Chief Executive, SPRING Singapore,
Singapore, was deputed to conduct a seminar/workshop on
Developing and Improving Productivity and Quality Promotion
Activities for Vietnam, 3-5 September 2002.

The following 12 national experts of the Basic Research XI:
Impact of Governance on Productivity attended the second coordi-
nation meeting, 9-11 September 2002: Dr. Chwo-Ming Joseph
Yu, Professor, Business Administration, National Changchi
University, Republic of China; Mr. R. C. Monga, Deputy
Director-General, National Productivity Council, India; Ms. Tati
Hendarti, Head, Sub-Directorate of Accreditation of Labour
Certification Institutes, Directorate of Labour Competency
Standards and Certification, Ministry of Manpower and
Transmigration, Indonesia; Dr. Hossein Rahmansereshtt,
Professor, Strategic Management and Organization Theory,
Faculty of Management, Allame Tabatabaee University, Islamic
Republic of Iran; Prof. Junichi Mizuo, Professor of Business
Administration, Faculty of Economics, Surugadai University,
Japan; Dr. Young Seog Park, Professor, School of Business
Administration, Sogang University, Republic of Korea; Dr.
Bishwa Kesher Maskey, Chairman, Center for Development and
Governance, Nepal; Ms. Magdalena L. Mendoza, Vice-
President, Development Academy of the Philippines (DAP),
Philippines; Dr. Chee Leong Chong, Director, NUS-SPRING
Center for Best Practices, Business School, National University of
Singapore, Singapore; Prof. Lal Balasuriya, Dean, Faculty of
Architecture, University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka; and Ms.
Nguyen Thi Bich Hang, Director, Vietnam Productivity Centre
(VPC), Vietnam. The meeting was chaired by chief expert Dr.
Eduardo T. Gonzalez, President, DAP, Philippines.

Mr. Yasuhiko Inoue, Director, International Department, Japan
Productivity Center for Socio-Economic Development, Japan, was
deputed to conduct the Member Country Support Program, 11-13
September 2002.

Dr. Leong Yueh Kwong, Director, Socio-Economic and
Environmental Research Institute, Malaysia, was deputed to ren-
der technical expert services in the 7th Productivity & Quality
Forum and the Establishment of GP Award for ICD-GP
Demonstration Project, 12-16 September 2002.

Mr. Tan Kim Leng, Managing Director, Knowledge Driver Asia
Pte Ltd, Singapore, was deputed to assist the VPC on Developing
Knowledge Management Schemes under the APO Development
of NPOs (DON): Strengthening NPO Services Program (Phase 1),
12-18 September 2002.

Dr. John Man, Certified Management Consultant, Singapore, was
deputed to render technical expert services in the Phase 2 program
of the Developing 6 Sigma Consulting Services, 12-20 September
2002.
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Republic of Korea
Seminar on Computer Integrated Manufacturing (CIM)
Systems, 3-7 March 2003.

Thailand
Workshop on Creative Design for Packaging Industries,
27-31 January 2003.

Kindly contact your NPO for details of the above activities,
including eligibility for participation. If you need the
address of your NPO, it is available from the APO Web
site at www.apo-tokyo.org.

VIETNAM

APO/NPO Update
New head of and e-mail address for NPO Sri Lanka

Mr. J. Abeywickrama, Additional Secretary, Ministry of
Employment and Labour, and APO Alternate Director for Sri
Lanka, has been designated as the NPO head for Sri Lanka with
effect from 19 September 2002.

As of 1 October 2002, the e-mail address of the NPO of Sri
Lanka is nposl@itmin.com

THAILAND

MONGOLIA

MALAYSIA

PHILIPPINES

FIJI

INDONESIA

REPUBLIC OF CHINA

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN

INDIA

JAPAN

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

LAOS

PAKISTAN

SINGAPORE


