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Agricultural wholesale markets provide an important facility
for meeting the diversified supply needs of large populations and
for setting appropriate prices for better distribution. Traditional
wholesale markets comprise a large area set aside and occupied
by numerous assemblers/wholesalers, middlemen/traders, and

retailers. The common result is large price differentials for the same products, which has a neg-
ative impact on producer income and consumer satisfaction. An alternative model is the central
wholesale market where farmers sell their products to local assemblers, shippers, or coopera-
tives who in turn transport them to commission agents in the central wholesale market where
the products are sold, usually by auction, to licensed wholesalers, retailers, and institutional
buyers. Through this process, the prices for commodity items of the same quality are the same
at any given time in the market.

To assess the present situation of agricultural wholesale markets in member countries and to
enable participants to study the operation of the central wholesale market system in Japan, the
APO organized a multi-country study mission on “The Operation of Agricultural Markets” in
Japan in July 2000. This publication comprises a summary of the findings of the study mission
and the resource papers and country reports presented at plenary sessions of the mission. It is a
useful reference text for policy-makers, planners, and managers of wholesale markets.
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Scientific research is a fundamental driving force in raising agricultural productivity. Japan
has a long and successful history of developing comprehensive R&D systems for agriculture,
forestry, and fisheries. Nevertheless, recent changes in the socio-economic environment and
technological developments demand that research become more effective, more advanced, and
more focused.

Therefore, the Japanese agricultural research system was reorganized into a few independent
research institutes. One group of reorganized institutes focuses on the development of technolo-
gies with practical use such as cost reduction, disease prevention, creation of new crop strains,
etc. Another centers on more basic and fundamental research that in the long term will con-
tribute greatly to the sector’s development.

This video presents the history of the Japanese agricultural research system with particular
emphasis on its recent transformation. Representative research results in major institutes are
also briefly touched upon.
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COMMON SENSE 

TALK

“There ain’t no rules around here! We’re trying to
accomplish something!”

Thomas A. Edison

“The world is full of willing people, some willing
to work, the rest willing to let them.”

Robert Frost

“A sense of humor is part of the art of leadership,
of getting along with people, of getting things
done.”

Dwight D. Eisenhower

“Do what you can with what you have where you
are.”

Theodore Roosevelt

“When one door closes another door opens; but
we so often look so long and so regretfully upon
the closed door, that we do not see the ones which
open for us.”

Alexander Graham Bell

“An undefined problem has an infinite number of
solutions.”

Robert A. Humphrey

“The trouble with facts is that there are so many
of them.”

Samuel McChord Crothers

“The only way to discover the limits of the possi-
ble is to go beyond them into the impossible.”

Arthur C. Clarke

“If we can’t make a profit, there’s no use to being
in business.”

Fujio Mitarai

“Voyages are accomplished inwardly, and the
most hazardous ones, needless to say, are made
without moving from the spot.”

Henry Miller
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