
hat is the magnitude of this water crisis? How grim is the picture? Here are some sobering data provided by
the UN and other agencies: water use worldwide has more than doubled since 1950; two billion people in
the world are without clean water and sanitation; in the worst water-famished countries, people live on just

two gallons of water a day, far below the 13.2 gallons stipulated by the UN as the absolute minimum for water needs; in
about 20 years time, average water supply per person around the globe is likely to be one-third smaller than it is now;
agriculture uses more than 70% of global water and industry about 20%, much of it wasted; Asia has the world’s dirtiest
water and in Europe only about 10% of the main rivers are clean; more than two million people die annually from water-
related diseases like cholera; and advanced countries like the USA and Japan use more water than they need.

The Third World Water Forum held in Japan, 16–23 March, sought to find ways for the sustainable management of
the world’s water resources and to achieve the UN’s goal of halving the number of people without access to safe drink-
ing water and basic sanitation by 2015. The ministerial conference that formed part of the forum adopted a declaration
that states that water is a driving force for sustainable development, environmental integrity, eradication of poverty and
hunger, and human health and welfare. Prioritizing water issues is an urgent global requirement, and each country has
the primary responsibility to act.
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Global water crisis: the APO’s response

(Continued on page 6)

W
Japan’s Crown Prince Naruhito delivering the inaugural address at the Third World Water Forum, Kyoto

Information to Make a Difference in Productivity

The world is facing a water crisis that has been described as the greatest challenge of the 21st century. The problem is
multi-faceted as it involves not only the issue of water shortage but also those relating to wastage, pollution, and floods
and droughts. In a short span of seven years, there were three world water fora: 1997 in Morocco; 2000 in the
Netherlands; and 2003 in Japan. To focus world attention on this problem, to generate a greater awareness of the need
to make water available to people and its conservation, and to persuade governments to take immediate remedial
actions, the United Nations has declared 2003 as International Fresh Water Year.



The APO was represented at the water forum by Secretary-General Takashi
Tajima, Director for Environment Augustine Koh, and Senior Program Officer
(Environment) Takuki Murayama. It joined with 50 countries and regional
and international organizations in undertaking to fulfill a “Portfolio of Water
Actions.” The APO’s commitment relates to industrial water conservation and
safe drinking water. It will sponsor an international symposium on “Water
Resources Management (WRM)” in Singapore later this year and an “Asia
Water Symposium” in 2004. The Singapore meeting will review the WRM

approaches currently in use, study successful cases, and lay down guidelines
for more effective WRM and economic sustainability.

As part of its Green Productivity and Integrated Community Development
programs, the APO has been actively involved in promoting water conserva-
tion, wastewater management, and access to safe potable water. A number of
publications were also issued on water use efficiency in irrigation, productiv-
ity of rainfed areas, and participatory irrigation management.
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Impact of trade liberalization on 
agricultural producers and the rural poor

gricultural trade in Asia and the Pacific is growing. Globalization and
trade liberalization are expected to increase it further. Liberalization
of agricultural trade brings both opportunities and challenges for the

region. It has both positive and negative effects on various groups of people,
including agricultural producers, the rural poor, traders, and consumers. For
example, in net importing countries, cheaper foreign agricultural products
would mean lower domestic prices and declining farmers’ income. The lower
prices, however, would benefit consumers and increase their purchasing power.
For countries with a strong international competitive edge, they would be able
to export more. In high-income countries, the impact on farmers is largely neg-
ative, at least in the initial stage as they struggle to adjust to the new environ-
ment. Despite these examples, however, the full extent of the impact of trade
liberalization on each country is difficult to ascertain as there are many inter-
acting factors.

To assess the impact of trade liberalization on agricultural producers and the
rural poor and to identify measures for alleviating the negative consequences,
the APO commissioned a survey on “Impact of Trade Liberalization on
Agricultural Producers and the Rural Poor” in 12 member countries in 2000. It
was completed in 2002. A symposium was held in Tokyo, Japan, 11–17 March
this year, to discuss the survey findings. It was implemented by the Association
for International Cooperation of Agriculture and Forestry, Japan. Thirteen par-
ticipants from 13 member countries took part. Apart from the survey report,
the participants also received special presentations on: 1) Agricultural trade
liberalization: implications for food security and the rural poor in developing
countries; and 2) Trade liberalization, agriculture, and poverty in low-income
Asia.

Participants in the symposium listed the following as among the challenges
arising from trade liberalization: ensuring food security; enhancing regional
groupings for trade and economic cooperation; minimizing adverse impacts on
people, the environment, and resources; penetrating the markets of developed
countries; meeting stakeholders’ needs and improving their benefits; and pro-
viding assistance to the weaker countries.

As for the opportunities that trade liberalization brings, the following are
some possibilities the participants identified: greater access to international
markets; cheaper products for consumers; ability to exploit one’s competitive
advantage; attracting more foreign direct investments; encouraging more
domestic private-sector investments; promoting regional trade and economic
cooperation; and liberalizing the domestic market.

The participants placed emphasis on the need of developing countries to
build their capacity in a number of areas, including: understanding the provi-
sions of the WTO agreement, international trade obligations, and the proce-
dures for dispute settlement; negotiating skills; trade liberalization issues; aid
to industries; manpower development; marketing research; trade-related intel-
lectual property rights; and information and communications technology appli-
cations.

Improving the economy and the ability of agricultural producers and the
rural poor to adapt to and gain from the changing global trade environment is
seen as fundamental to every country, commented the participants. In particu-
lar, they called for increasing economic growth, poverty alleviation, improving
agricultural productivity and sustainability, production of higher value-added
products, and more sophisticated marketing efforts.

A

Symposium in progress
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