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New APO publications

Sustaining farming systems in upland areas in Asia is posing a major environmental challenge. Growing
food demand and low income are driving farmers in many upland areas to use intensive farming methods
that are more productive. The downside of this is that it causes deforestation, soil erosion, and reduction in
land productivity. This problem is not only technical. It is also the result of limited investment on research
in this area, sociopolitical neglect of marginalized upland societies, lack of awareness of the communities,
and poor development planning. In recent years, however, there have been cases of successful sustainable
upland farming.

Recognizing the importance of sustainable upland farming in Asia, the APO organized a study meeting in
India, January 2001, to review recent developments in upland farming and attendant issues and constraints.
This publication, a report of the proceedings of the meeting, provides a summary of the findings and the
text of four resource papers and 12 country papers.

Slopelands provide food and livelihood to millions of people in Asia and the Pacific. They are, however,
facing growing problems of population pressure, poverty, and environmental degradation. In many slopeland
areas, productivity is falling and yields are declining. An important reason for this is poor planning for the
development of slopelands for agricultural and other uses. Proper classification of slopelands for different
uses is thus required. In response to this need, the APO organized a study meeting in Japan, July 2002, to
review land classification in sloping areas for sustainable production systems, identify policy-related issues,
and formulate measures for improvement. This publication is also a report on the proceedings of the meeting
and includes a summary of the findings and the text of five resource papers and 15 country papers.

The APO has listed a number of e-books on its Web site (www.apo-tokyo.org). Some are also available in
hard copy, while others, including the above two publications, are available only in the e-edition.

SUSTAINABLE FARMING
SYSTEMS IN UPLAND
AREAS
APO     175 pp.     July 2004     ISBN: 92-833-7031-7

EVOLVING SUSTAINABLE
PRODUCTION SYSTEMS IN
SLOPING UPLAND AREAS
APO     221 pp.     July 2004     ISBN: 92-833-7021-X

“Money is of no value; it cannot spend
itself. All depends on the skill of the
spender.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson

“Under budgetary pressure (arbitrary or
not) it is truly remarkable how many
options one discovers one can do without.”

James R. Schlesinger

“Why this reluctance to make the change?
We fear the process of reeducation!”

Isaac Asimov

“All organizations do change when put
under sufficient pressure. This pressure
must be either external to the organization
or the result of very strong leadership.”

Bruce Henderson

“A competitive world has two possibilities
for you. You can lose. Or, if you want to
win, you can change.”

Lester C. Thurow

“That writer does the most who gives his
reader the most knowledge, and takes
from him the least time.”

Charles Caleb Colton

“The worse the news, the more effort
should go into communicating it.”

Andrew S. Grove

“The easiest, the most tempting, and the
least creative response to conflict within an
organization is to pretend it does not exist.”

Lyle E. Schaller

“New ideas... are not born in a con-
forming environment.”

Roger von Oech
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At the request of Cambodia, the newest member of the APO, the APO Secretariat deputed a team of three productivity experts from 21 to 23 December 2004 to assist
the country in developing an institutional framework for productivity promotion, planning the initial stage of the launching of the national productivity movement, and
conducting a one-day seminar on productivity promotion. The experts were Mah Lok Abdullah (Malaysia), Koh Kasuga (Japan), and Low Choo Tuck (Singapore).

T hey paid courtesy calls on the Minister for
Industry, Mines and Energy (MIME) Suy Sem,
Minister for Environment Dr. Mok Mareth, and

Minister for Labour and Vocational Training Nheap Bun
Chin, and held in-depth discussions with MIME
Secretary of State Dr. Ith Praing, who is also the APO
Director for Cambodia; Secretary of State of the
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fishery It Nody;
and senior officials of the Ministry of Economy and
Finance and the Chamber of Commerce. Without excep-
tion, all those they consulted expressed keen interest in
APO activities and a willingness to support the mission
and activities of the Cambodian National Productivity
Unit (NPU). Working sessions were held with NPU
Head and APO Alternate Director for Cambodia Yea
Bunna and his staff members to design an action plan for
productivity promotion in the country.

Minister Suy Sem inaugurated the seminar on “Productivity Development”
held on 23 December and attended by 150 persons comprising senior govern-
ment officials, private-sector CEOs and senior executives, and representatives
from trade and commerce associations. In his address, the Minister stressed the

benefits of productivity and said that it is a new way for increasing profits and
improving living standards. He announced that a follow-up seminar on
“Productivity Enhancement” has been planned for March 2005. Dr. Ith Praing
chaired the panel discussion and delivered the closing remarks.

APO productivity experts’ mission to
Cambodia

(L-R) Kasuga, Mah Lok, Suy Sem, Low, and Yea Bunna

NPO heads to confer in 
New Delhi

The annual APO Workshop Meeting of Heads of National Productivity
Organizations (NPOs) for 2005 will be held in New Delhi, 15–17 February.
About 60 delegates are expected to attend the 45th meeting, which will be
hosted by the National Productivity Council of India. The delegates com-
prise Heads of NPOs and agriculture representatives of APO member coun-
tries, observers from nonmember countries and international organizations,
and APO Secretariat staff members.

During the workshop, the delegates will hear the APO Secretary-General’s
statement, evaluate the APO projects implemented in 2004, and do
strategic planning for 2006 and 2007. The workshop is also a time for the
sharing and exchanging of information on how each is dealing with the
challenges faced by their respective national productivity movements. The
report of the workshop meeting will be submitted to the APO Governing
Body for consideration and approval at its own annual meeting in June.Every effort helps to protect our environment
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