
4  

APO news ● July  2005

COMMON SENSE 
TALK

poverty alleviation programs, as this will eventually ensure peace and stability in the region. He
suggested that Green Productivity be further promoted through such activities as eco-products
exhibitions and the Eco-products Directory, in which the APO has already demonstrated com-
parative advantage. Mentioning that Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi had stated at
the Asia-Africa Summit in Bandung, Indonesia, in April that Japan would provide assistance in
applying to Africa the knowledge gained from Asia’s productivity movement, Minister Aisawa
seconded the transfer to other regions, particularly to Africa, to stimulate their economic
growth. Finally, he assured the GBM delegates that Japan supported APO Secretariat-initiated
administrative and operational reforms to increase efficiency and effectiveness.

Secretary Hirata, in his special remarks, said that the global economy had continued to recover
over the past year and Asian economies had witnessed expansion. Noting the increasing interde-
pendencies in the global economy, he stated that productivity, and therefore the work of the
APO, would play an increasingly important role in growth and development. He concluded by
expressing the continued support of METI for APO activities and wished the delegates a suc-
cessful meeting.

APO Director for Japan Kosuke Nakahira delivered the Welcome Address, in which he noted
that since Japan had last hosted a GBM six years ago Asia had faced and overcome many chal-
lenges, including the Asian financial crisis, SARS, and avian flu. The APO must continue to
mount timely responses to the needs of its member countries, he pointed out, and urged
Directors to work together to reform the organization for the benefit of all using this GBM as a
starting point. 
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New APO Chairman and
Vice Chairmen

The 47th Session of the APO Governing Body elected Taito Waqa, the APO Director for Fiji,
as APO Chairman for 2005–2006 and Umesh Narayan Panjiar, Acting APO Director for
India, and Kirnadi, APO Director for Indonesia, as the First and Second Vice Chairmen,
respectively.
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