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Japanese Productivity Movement-50th Anniversary

J iro Ushio, Chairman of the JPC-SED and Chairman of Ushio Inc., gave
the opening remarks. Welcoming participants to the symposium, Ushio
mentioned that the timing of symposium could not be better for deter-

mining priority themes of the productivity movement in Asia and the Pacific
region and expressed the hope that the symposium would help improve the visi-
bility of the movement. Haruhiko Kuroda, President of the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) delivered the keynote speech. He mentioned that Japan’s postwar
economic growth had been unprecedented. The establishment of the APO at the
initiative of the government of Japan and Japan Productivity Center was a
response to a world in awe of Japan’s success. Currently, Asia is in a position of
economic prominence thanks to its willingness to adopt market-based reforms
and reduce government intervention in national economies as well as its ability
to embrace globalization. Kuroda pointed out that Asia’s rapid growth had also
been accompanied by a dramatic decline in the incidence of poverty and
improvements in social indicators. However, further reduction of poverty is still
a challenge, particularly in less developed parts of Asia. In the more developed
areas, there are other challenges. After the 1997 Asian financial crisis, many
countries in East Asia realized the importance of a sound financial sector in
sustaining strong growth and preserving competitive advantage. In the next

stage of development, Kuroda pointed out that Asia needs to give increasing
importance to integrating both within itself and with the rest of the world. The
challenge lies in maximizing the benefits of interdependence and accelerating

Panel discussion in progress

The Japan Productivity Center for Socio-Economic Development (JPC-SED) organized a symposium on the promotion of economic partnerships in the Asian
region on 13 June as one of its 50th anniversary events. The main objective of the symposium was to discuss ways to promote regional economic integration and
the role of NPOs. The symposium provided a forum for the exchange of ideas on how to achieve sustainable development in Asia and the Pacific region through
economic integration and to discuss ways to promote exchanges on productivity improvement experiences among NPOs. The JPC-SED purposely held this sympo-
sium one day before the 47th APO Governing Body Meeting so that delegates could also attend the symposium.

Promotion of economic partnership in the region, and
productivity cooperation among APO member countries

APO Society for Bangladesh holds annual meeting

T he APO Society for Bangladesh, an alumni association of partici-
pants in APO projects, held its sixth Annual General Meeting
(AGM) on 19 May 2005 to elect 41 executive council members for

2005 and 2006. Minister for Industries Motiur Rahman Nizami inaugu-
rated the AGM, which was presided over by society President Sharif M.
Afzal Hossain.

In his inaugural speech, Minister Rahman Nizami noted that since the pri-
vate sector has become a key player in industrial development, the gov-
ernment gradually will come to play only the role of facilitator. He added
that in the new millennium there is no alternative other than the promo-
tion of higher productivity in the industrial sector, which calls for trained
and dedicated manpower. Therefore, APO participants trained both in local
and overseas programs should take the lead as honest, capable, and efficient
professionals in applying modern management techniques with the use of
appropriate advanced technology for overall productivity improvement.

Abdus Salam Pintu, Deputy Minister for Industries, and Muhammad Nurul
Amin, Secretary, Ministry of Industries and APO Director for Bangladesh,
were present as special guests at the occasion. Dr. Md. Nazrul Islam,

Director of Bangladesh’s NPO, gave the vote of thanks. Around 200 partici-
pants in previous APO projects were also in attendance.

The inaugural session was followed by a seminar on the Role of Women
Entrepreneurs in Productivity for Poverty Alleviation. The keynote paper
was presented by Nasreen Awal Mintu, President of the Women
Entrepreneurs’ Association of Bangladesh. Muhammad Mahbubur Rahman,
Secretary, Ministry of Information, chaired the session.

(L-R) Shariff M. Afzal Hossain, Muhammad Nurul Amin, Motiur Rahman Nizami,
Abdus Salam Pintu, Nazrul Islam
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