
Namakkal municipality, Tamil Nadu, India, received ISO14001:2004 certification
on 23 March from TUV, the worldwide accreditation agency, for establishing and
applying an environmental management system for the “Provision and
Maintenance of Water Supply, Solid Waste/Sewage Management, Town Planning,
Lighting, and Other Social Services.” The municipality has been working toward
becoming a model eco-city through a Green Productivity project sponsored by the
APO under the technical guidance and supervision of experts from the National
Productivity Council, India.

Namakkal is the only town nationwide where waste is segregated when collected
and then processed and sent for disposal. In addition to the solid waste manage-
ment system, Namakkal municipality has introduced energy conservation mea-
sures like an automatic luminous cut-off system for street lights, employment
generation for women through mushroom cultivation training, pond beautification
at the foot of Tippu Sultan Fort, development of an eco-park and children’s park
utilizing waste material, and enhancing the productivity of municipal administra-
tion by integrating geographic information and management information systems. 

This marked the first ISO14001 certification of an Indian municipality. It was
achieved with the commitment of the municipal chairman, commissioner, and
councilors and support from the general public. It is hoped that more cities in India
and the Asia-Pacific region will follow the eco-city model of Namakkal.

T he demand for energy is escalating as never before, and unprecedented eco-
nomic growth in the Asian region continues to push demand higher. It is
known that fossil fuels like oil, gas, coal, etc. cannot last forever, and estimates

indicate that in the next 200 to 300 years the world will exhaust all such sources if
the present demand continues unabated. Then what? Alternative energy sources are
the only answer. One attractive alternative is biofuel.

The APO organized a workshop on Biofuel to provide a platform for member coun-
tries to discuss and share mutual experiences in biofuel utilization and formulate a
standardized policy on biofuel as a traditional energy alternative. The workshop was
held in Nadi, Fiji, 24–28 April, in association with the Training and Productivity
Authority of Fiji. Twenty-three delegates from 16 member countries attended. 

During the workshop, the environmental, technological, social, and economic aspects
of biofuel usage were discussed. It was agreed in no uncertain terms that biofuels are
beneficial environmentally and socially and that the technology for their collection,
storage, and utilization is well established. The technology only needs to be indige-
nized. However, economically, the expanded use of biofuel requires initial support
from member governments and a clear-cut energy policy is necessary. It was noted
that many member governments have taken steps in this regard.

The Republic of Korea has initiated intensive R&D on, for example, the use of palm
oil-derived biodiesel as automotive fuel and producing biogas through high-effi-
ciency anaerobic digestion processes. Thailand proposes to increase the proportion
of nontraditional energy including biofuel from 0.5% to 8% of its total energy supply
by 2011. Pakistan has identified potential source materials like beet-, molasses-,
corn-, and fruit-processing waste for biofuel development. Bangladesh is placing
emphasis on wood and plant waste and agriculture residues for harnessing energy. In
spite of its vast oil and gas reserves, Iran has been making efforts to develop alterna-
tive energy sources like biomass. Under the Office of the Prime Minister, the Biofuel
Development Unit and Department of Energy, Sugar and Coconut, the government
of Fiji has demonstrated strong interest in biofuels. Fiji has abundant biomass on its
coconut plantations and has good potential to develop alternative biofuels. Mongolia,
on the other hand, is examining the use of biofuel for heating ger (traditional
dwellings). The government of India’s decision to mandate the blending of 5%

ethanol in petrol in a few states/provinces is a major initiative in this direction, which
will be extended to the entire country shortly; the level of blending may rise to 10%. 

As a part of the workshop, a field visit was made to the coconut oil factory of M/s
Punjas & Sons Limited, located in Lautoka. M/s Punjas is undertaking feasibility
studies on the development of biofuel from coconut oil.

The workshop clearly indicated that there is huge potential for developing biofuels as
alternative indigenous energy sources that will contribute to energy security.
However, the sources, techniques, and applications of biofuel vary depending upon
local conditions. The delegates returned from the workshop with the message for
their governments and policymakers that initial infrastructure and institutional sup-
port are essential to make biofuel a viable alternative and economically sustainable
energy source. The development of biofuel also carries an economic incentive in
terms of clean development mechanisms (CDM), as biofuels result in lower green-
house gas emissions as compared with fossil fuels. Proposals from India and
Thailand have already been submitted to the international CDM Executive Board
under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. All other eligible coun-
tries need to follow suit to maximize the benefits of biofuel utilization for national
economies and the Asia-Pacific region as a whole.
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T he quest for higher productivity should be the concern of everyone in
society, from those in homes and schools to workers in factories and
offices. It should become a fundamental part of the national develop-

ment agenda and work culture of the people if its gains are to be maximized
for the benefit of business, industry, labor, and society. Therefore, the produc-
tivity message should be communicated to every sector of the country. The
mass media are potent vehicles for public education and awareness.
Newspapers, journals, and magazines as well as radio, television, and cable
networks reach almost every home. They can be a powerful force that should
be made a partner in championing the cause of productivity among the people.
For this to be possible, they must first be well acquainted with the subject and
with the productivity improvement programs being undertaken by countries in
the region. 

The APO organized the multi-country study mission on The Media and
Productivity, 25–28 April, in Sri Lanka, to provide an opportunity for the mass
media in APO member countries to become acquainted with the concept of
productivity; the relationship between productivity enhancement and socioe-
conomic development; the policies, measures, and activities implemented in
various countries to promote productivity by NPOs and other institutions for
achieving sustainable socioeconomic development and global competitive-
ness; and the role to be played by the mass media in support of productivity
promotion.

Twenty participants from 14 member countries representing electronic and
print media in both the public and private sectors and NPOs attended the study
mission. Two sessions were delivered from the Tokyo Development Learning
Center through its videoconferencing facilities. Those attending gained com-

prehensive knowledge of the concept and importance of productivity; produc-
tivity promotion activities implemented in the region; the role of the media in
productivity promotion; and the Sri Lankan experience in productivity promo-
tion through presentations by resource persons, group discussions, and field
visits to Independent Television Network Ltd. and the factory of Uni-Dil
Packaging Ltd.

As an outcome of the group discussions, an action plan indicating activities,
strategies, and time targets was prepared by participants for implementation
upon returning to their home countries. The activities identified included pro-
ducing TV programs, teledramas, documentaries, spot talk shows, and musical
variety shows to publicize productivity concepts. It was also decided to estab-
lish an APO media alumni corner on the APOnet as an e-forum for follow-up
activities and networking.
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Discussing the media action plan

Under the APO Individual Country Observational Study Mission (OSM)
Program, a total of 32 Malaysian delegates, 30 of whom were self-financed
and two sponsored under the Bilateral Cooperation Between NPOs
Program, visited Tokyo and Nagoya, 8–13 May, to examine innovation. The
study mission was organized by the National Productivity Corporation
(NPC), Malaysia, and hosted by the Japan Productivity Center for Socio-
Economic Development and Central Japan Quality Control Association.
The 32 participants were from the NPC, Malaysia; National University of
Malaysia; major companies such as Perdua Automotive Centre, Intel
Technology, Telekom Malaysia, and National; and various government
offices such as the National Institute of Public Administration, Ministry of
Women, Family and Community Development, and Council of Trust for the
Indigenous People.

In Tokyo, Panasonic’s brand management team gave a presentation to the
OSM participants on its strategy for global competitiveness and hosted a
visit to the Panasonic Center to showcase the company’s “ubiquitous” dig-
ital solutions. Participants also visited the Palace Hotel to observe innova-
tive practices of Green Productivity, such as biological composting

equipment that converts restaurant kitchen waste into organic fertilizer. In
Nagoya, they visited the Toyota Motor Co. Tsutsumi plant; Yamasei Kogyo,
a producer of automotive parts and components; and NGK Spark Plug, a
manufacturer of spark plugs and related products for internal combustion
engines and new ceramics and applicable products.

Malaysian OSM on innovation to Japan

Participants at APO Secretariat


