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COMMON SENSE 
TALK

“Every single individual on earth has both the 
potential and the right to live a decent life. Across 
cultures and civilizations, Yunus and Grameen 
Bank have shown that even the poorest of the poor 
can work to bring about their own development.”

The Nobel Prize Committee

“New opinions are always suspected, and usually 
opposed, without any other reason but because 
they are not already common.”

John Locke

“Don’t use words too big for the subject. Don’t say 
‘infinitely’ when you mean ‘very’; otherwise you’ll 
have no word left when you want to talk about 
something really infinite.”

C.S. Lewis

“Books are the carriers of civilization. Without 
books, history is silent, literature dumb, science 
crippled, thought and speculation at a standstill.”

Barbara Tuchman

“If it were up to me, nothing would ever change; 
no one would ever die. On the other hand, then no 
one could have babies either, because it would get 
too crowded.”

Fred Willard

“It is not easy to find happiness in ourselves and it 
is not possible to find it elsewhere.”

Agnes Repplier

“If there was nothing wrong in the world, there 
wouldn’t be anything for us to do.”

George Bernard Shaw

“If you go back to the first single-cell form of 
life, it clearly possessed the capacity to receive, 
to utilize, to store, to transform, and to transmit 
information.”
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New APO publication

This is the report of the APO Survey and Symposium on Redesigning Integrated Community Development.

The APO’s Integrated Community Development (ICD) Program has been in place since 1996 with the aim 
of assisting member countries to promote community-based productivity enhancement activities. Under 
the ICD Program, a “community” is considered to be the most important actor. Meanwhile, the focus of 
development efforts has evolved from building physical and human capital to the creation of social capital, 
i.e., organizational/institutional development and trust/networks/norms among people. Social capital is a key 
but hidden factor that can make a difference in improving productivity. 

Given the close human relationships in traditional communities, social capital is often taken for granted. The 
nature of communities in Asia, however, has been changing due to various factors such as migration from 
rural to urban areas, aging of rural communities, and diversification of rural production from the agriculture 
base. To stay abreast of such transformation, methods for rural community development should also be 
modified to ensure that the role of social capital is not neglected.

To analyze the impact of social capital on development performance at the village level during rural 
transformation, a regional survey on aspects of rural transformation and the accumulation of social capital 
was undertaken in 2004 in 10 APO member countries: the Republic of China, India, Indonesia, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, Japan, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Vietnam. A follow-up symposium 
was held in April 2005 to examine the results of the survey and to find ways to improve the community 
development efforts of member countries by redesigning the APO’s ICD Program. This publication contains a 
summary of the survey results and the following selected papers:
• Community Empowerment and Irrigation Management: A Case of Water Users’ Association in South 

Sulawesi, Indonesia
• The Impacts of Social Capital on Land Consolidation Projects: A Case of Arak County, Iran
• Role of Social Capital in Rural Diversification: A Case of Mountainous Villages in Japan
• Social Capital and Rural Community Development in Malaysia
• Revitalizing Productivity and Income Effects of Social Capital: Mainstreaming Social Capital for Rural 

Poverty Reduction in Sri Lanka
• Social Capital and Rural Development in India: Role of Self-Help Groups in Development

This volume also contains two papers by the two experts who edited this volume: Role of Social Capital in 
Economic Development: Evidence and Issues by Dr. Takeshi Sakurai, Senior Economist, Asia Africa Section, 
Policy Research Institute, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (Japan); and Potential of Social 
Capital for Community Development: Lessons Learned and Challenges Ahead by Senior Researcher Shigeki 
Yokoyama, Research and Analysis Team, National Agriculture and Food Research Organization (Japan).

This book should be useful to those who are interested in community development efforts in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 
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