
7
APO News ● July–August 2015

Photo news

Delegates from Sri Lanka at the APO Secretariat during the Individual-
country Observational Study Mission on Quality Customer Service 
through Productivity Enhancement on 19 May. (L–R): National Pro-
ductivity Secretariat Assistant Director (Training and Promotion) 
Aluthge Don Yashika Anandani; Bank of Ceylon Business Process Re-
Engineering Project Chief Manager Thavamanydevi Mohanasunda-
ram; APO Secretary-General Mari Amano; Bank of Ceylon Business 
Process Re-Engineering Project Senior Manager Jayakody Arachchige 
Lakshman Jayakody; Bank of Ceylon Uva Province Office Assistant 
General Manager Thennakoon Mudiyanselage Thilekeratne Tennakoon; 
and APO Industry Department Director J.M. Thilaka Jayasundara.

Registrar Corp. Vice President David Lennarz giving a presentation 
at the APO-Registrar Corp. Seminar on US Food and Drug Admin-
istration Regulations for Japanese Manufacturers and Exporters of 
Food and Beverages, Tokyo, 20 May.

Demonstration of traditional hand-stretching of somen (wheat) noo-
dles at the Ikeri Co. Ltd. factory in Miwa, Nara prefecture, during 
the multicountry observational study mission on Branding Local-
specific Agricultural Products through the Use of Geographical 
Indications, 25–30 May, Japan.

1 June marked the start of em-
ployment at the APO Secretariat 
for Administration and Finance 
Officer Itaru Nakamura. The 
Tokyo native holds a Bach-
elor’s degree in Psychology 
from Kyoto University and is a 
certifi ed tax accountant and cer-
tified public accountant under 
the Japanese and US systems, 
respectively. He has more than 20 years of experience 
in the private-sector finance field, much of the time in 
IT-related organizations with international business in-
terests. Although he has only been at the Secretariat for 
a short time, he already feels the various differences be-
tween the private and public sectors and fi nds that he is 
enjoying those sometimes subtle differences. Nakamura 
also feels that “working as one team” counts for the 
most in both sectors. Married with no children, he en-
joys taking his dog (an elegant white Chihuahua named 
Pearl) for a walk to various places around Tokyo, but he 
is also, somewhat unusually, a cat lover. Films, going to 
the theater, and listening to American pop music from 
the 1960s era are also high on Nakamura’s list of things 
to do in his leisure time.

New offi cer at the Secretariat

New APO e-publication
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Agricultural Biotechnology 
and Global Competitiveness
ISBN: 978-92-833-2462-1 
(PDF edition)

This volume is a compilation of 
papers presented at the Asian Food 
and Agribusiness Conference 
2013: Biotechnology and Global 
Competitiveness. Coverage in-
cludes trends in biotechnology 
applications, commercialization 
of agricultural biotechnology, risk management for 
sustainability, and roles of biotechnology in enhancing 
Green Productivity and the competitiveness of agricul-
tural products.
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