234 OIOHSMIEST WSM 2 S Al

(1) QA2 U 53] /45 53}
Greetings and congratulatory message on
holding of WSM
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Distinguished Dr. Soon Jick Hong, Chairman of Korea
Productivity Center,

Dr. Santhi Kanaktanaporn, APO Secretary-General,

NPO delegates,

agriculture delegates,

advisors, and

observers and distinguished guests who are here to attend
WSM,
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Welcome to Korea. It is a great honor that the 58th Workshop
Meeting of Heads of NPOs in Korea. It is also a great delight

for me to be here on behalf of the Korean government.
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Era of the 4th Industrial Revolution and



importance of productivity
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The 4th Industrial Revolution which has accelerated the
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convergence of the manufacturing and service sectors to
change industrial structures based on the unprecedentedly fast
technological development has triggered ever-fiercer

competitions over productivity.
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Adoption of such new technologies as IoT, big data and Al has
even transformed facets of productivity enhancement. It has
become more common for productivity enhancement to
significantly enhance values added through new services such
as preemptive responses as accuracy In predictability
increases, while maximizing efficiency In individual input

factors.
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Establishing a new productivity paradigm has been demanded,



which Dbefits the upcoming era of super-connectivity or
intelligence driven by the 4th Industrial Revolution. Against this
backdrop, major countries in the world have devised response
strategies, including Industry 4.0 in Germany, Manufacturing 2025
and Internet Plus in China and strategies to lead the 4th
Industrial Revolution in Japan as they prepare for the 4th

Industrial Revolution.
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Introduction of the Korean government's

response to the 4th Industrial Revolution

Ever since 2013 which was before the discussion on the 4th
Industrial Revolution flourished, the Korean government
established and announced the Manufacturing Innovation 3.0
jointly with the private sector, and has initiated the industrial
innovation movement to support productivity innovation of
SMEs.
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'Setting up smart factories' through the convergence of
manufacturing and ICT was a major achievement of the
industry innovation movement. The concept has been applied
to a total of 2,800 smart factories by the end of 2016, and the



target is to support 20,000 companies by 2022.
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Furthermore, the Korean government plans to develop and
proceed with specific action plans through the recently
launched '4th Industrial Revolution Committee' based on the
slogan of human-centered innovation growth in order to come

up with more systematic and macroscopic countermeasures.
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Expectations for WSM and closing
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Distinguished guests,

Roles of the APO and NPOs have become more important than
ever before to seamlessly spread the 4th Industrial Revolution
throughout Asia including Korea and achieve productivity

enhancement and economic growth.
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We live In a world where companies need to play leading roles
to lay the foundation for productivity innovation so that they
could grasp smart business opportunities and foster knowledge
and competencies which are newly required.
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[ would like to ask for your wisdom for the 58th WSM of
Heads of NPOs to bear fruit.
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[ wish that you could fully enjoy the clear autumn sky iIn
Korea during your stay here, and networking among member
countries of APO.

Once again, I wholeheartedly welcome all of you from home
and abroad, and convey my congratulatory message on the
hosting of the 58th Workshop Meeting of Heads of NPOs.
Thank you.



