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1. Objectives
a. Understand the latest emerging and future challenges faced by the agrifood sector.
b. Prepare for sustainable management of the agrifood sector in light of the evolving challenges.
c. Promote resilient agrifood businesses to ensure food security for citizens.
2. Background
The agrifood sector constantly faces challenges that continue to evolve over time. This includes global
warming, which decreases harvests and reduces crop quality. Consumers’ preference for fresher,
appealing produce poses another challenge as it leads to increased use of pesticides, wasteful
packaging, and greater food loss and waste. Recently, supply chains have presented major new
challenges. The massive disruptions caused by the pandemic are not over yet. Amid this, a new trend
of scarcity in several key commodities is emerging due to stoppages in exports by key producing
countries.
Current and future challenges of the agriculture sector are compounded when demographics are taken
into account. It is estimated that the population in Asia will reach 5 billion by 2030 (UN, 2019), requiring
substantially more food. However, in some developed APO members such as Japan, the population is
both decreasing and aging, underlining the issue of a diminishing agricultural labor force and the
urgency of accelerating the adoption of smart agricultural technologies.
Understanding future challenges is important to prepare entrepreneurs for sustainable management of
the agrifood sector. This conference will discuss the latest emerging challenges and those that might
affect the agrifood sector in the future with a focus on ensuring food security in APO members.
3. Scope, Methodology, and Certificate of Attendance
The duration of the sessions will be around four hours. The indicative topics of the presentations are:
Policies to evolve the agrifood business in the future
Preparing for future risks in agriculture
Challenges of food manufacturing in the future
Diversity and globalization in future food
The detailed program and list of speakers will be provided two weeks prior to the sessions with
announcement of the names of the selected participants.
The participants are required to attend all sessions. This full participation is a prerequisite for receiving
the APO certificate of attendance.
4. Financial Arrangements
The APO will meet the assignment costs for overseas and local resource persons, and for a virtual site
visit(s), either broadcast live or recorded as applicable.
5. Implementation Procedures
Please refer to the implementation procedures for APO digital multicountry projects circulated with this
document.

Dr. AKP Mochtan
Secretary-General
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