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APO Productivity Outlook 2026 Highlights Energy Efficiency as
a Driver of Productivity Growth

TOKYO, Japan: The Asian Productivity Organization (APO) has
released the APO Productivity Outlook 2026, which examines the

relationship between energy efficiency and productivity performance
PRODUCTIVITY and its implications for the sustainable development of the 21 APO
. ~OUTLOOK 2026 member economies in the Asia-Pacific region.
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economies to produce more output with less energy input, positioning
it as a key driver of both economic performance and environmental
sustainability. As energy demand rises and climate challenges
intensify, strengthening energy efficiency has become increasingly
important for maintaining competitiveness and resilience.

Drawing on cross-economy analysis, the publication finds that the
impact of energy efficiency on productivity varies across income levels
and sectors. These differences underline the need for tailored policy
approaches that reflect each economy’s structural conditions and stage
of development.

The report highlights institutional experiences from APO members
such as the Republic of Korea and Japan, showing how strong energy data systems and systematic indicator
frameworks can support reliable measurement and benchmarking, evidence-based policymaking, and
regional comparisons. In addition, the publication outlines key policy directions to support productivity-
enhancing energy transitions. These include promoting technological innovation, strengthening institutional
coordination, advancing digitalization, and expanding green finance and incentive mechanisms. It also
recommends that APO members integrate energy efficiency into productivity strategies under the Green
Productivity framework.

“Energy efficiency must be understood as a core component of productivity strategy. As highlighted in the APO
Productivity Outlook 2026, improving how energy is used allows economies to achieve more with less while
advancing both economic performance and environmental sustainability. This is essential for building resilient
and future-ready productivity systems across the region,” said Dr. Indra Pradana Singawinata, Secretary-
General of the APO.

By linking energy efficiency with productivity performance, the APO Productivity Outlook 2026 provides
practical insights for policymakers seeking to achieve sustainable, low-carbon growth while enhancing
economic efficiency across the region.

The publication can be accessed through the following link:

APO Productivity Outlook 2026



https://doi.org/10.61145/GQGV8513
http://www.apo-tokyo.org/

To support a better understanding of the report’s findings, the APO will feature the APO Productivity Outlook
2026 in its Productivity Talk (P-Talk) series on 21 April 2026 at 14:00 JST, to be streamed via the APQO’s official
YouTube channel. The session will feature Dr. Ingul Baek, Associate Professor in the Department of
Economics at Kongju National University, the Republic of Korea, and a contributor to the publication, who will
share key insights and practical implications for policymakers and stakeholders across the region.

About the APO

The APO is a regional intergovernmental organization dedicated to improving productivity in the Asia-Pacific
region through mutual cooperation. Established in 1961, the APO supports its member economies through
policy advisory services, capacity building, and knowledge sharing to promote sustainable socioeconomic
development.
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